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Subject Assessment of environmental impacts and recommendations

1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Western Power requires a Native Vegetation Clearing permit (NVCP) to construct a distribution cable 
connection from Western Power’s existing power pole on Rosedale street, to a customers property 
(Brad and Claire McLean) at 3350 Rosedale Street in Chidlow (the Site). The Site area is located 
within the Shire of Mundaring, approximately 37 km north east of Perth Central Business District as 
shown in Figure 1. 

The Site footprint, represents the area within which clearing or disturbance of native vegetation will 
occur. The total footprint (shown as the “Access to Work Area” in Figure 1) to be impacted is 69 m2 

(less than 0.007 ha). Approximately 3.5 m2 (less than 0.0004 ha) will be impacted directly through 
excavation and 16 m2 (0.0016 ha) will be disturbed by the parking of a drill rig. These two area are 
represented on Figure 1 as “Clearing Required for Construction”. It should be noted this area is not 
completely covered in native vegetation and includes existing cleared areas. The remaining 49.5 m2

(0.005 ha) of the Site footprint may be impacted by the movement of people (Figure 1). Clearing will 
occur along Rosedale Street at the base of Pole No. S383338 (Figure 3) to enable undergorund 
distribution of the line using horizontal drilling. Further disturbance will occur in a cleared area on the 
residents property (Figure 4). Permanent infrastructure will comprise underground cables. Works are 
anticipated to take approximately two days to complete. 

The distribution line will be installed via horizontal drilling. The launching (entry) pit is located within 
Lot 4407 and receival (exit) pit is located in the road reserve. Horizontal drilling will occur at a 
minimum depth of 0.75 m. The diameter of poly-pipe to be installed is 63 mm. It is not expected that 
the proposed underground works will impact native vegetation with the exception of minor disturbance 
to root systems.  

GHD has undertaken a high-level review of environmental values to determine whether the project is 
likely to be at variance to any of the ten clearing principles under the Environmental Protection Act 
1986 (EP Act).  

1.2 Memorandum purpose and scope 

The purpose of memorandum is to provide: 
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Consideration of whether the project is likely to be at variance to any of the ten clearing principles 
as outlined in Schedule 5 of the EP Act and Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native 

Vegetation) Regulations 2004 

 Assessment of the potential impacts to flora and vegetation that may result from the project 

 Recommendations for minimising the potential impacts of the project. 

2 Land tenure 

Table 1 provides the land tenure details for the Site footprint within which clearing of native vegetation 
will occur. 

Table 1 Land tenure details 

Lot number Parcel ID Street address Land type Land manager 

4407 P160706 3350 Rosedale St, 
Chidlow 6556 

Private 

N/A P Road Rosedale Street Road Shire of Mundaring 

3 Desktop assessment 

A high level desktop environmental assessment, using pubically available spatial datasets (largely 
sourced from the Government of Western Australia (GoWA), and government managed datasets, was 
undertaken of the Site footprint, the results are provided in Table 2. Figure 2 presents Threatened and 
Priority flora and fauna Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) records 
within a 5 km radius of the Site footprint. 

Table 2 Desktop Environmental Assessment 

Aspect Infromation 

source 

Presence/relevane to the 

Project 

Potential trigger for 

State/Commonwealth 
approvals 

Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas 
(ESAs) –
Clearing 
Regulations  

Department of 
Water and 
Environmental 
Regulation 
(DWER) 
Clearing 
regulations – 
ESAs (DWER-
046) 

No No 

Native 
Vegetation 
Extent WA  

Department of 
Primary 
Industries and 
Regional 
Development 
(DPIRD) Native 
Vegetation 
Extent (DPIRD-
005) 

Yes – native vegetation 
intersects the project. 

No – the Site footprint is 
69 m2 with minimal native 
vegetation present within 
the project footprint. 
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Aspect Infromation 
source 

Presence/relevane to the 
Project 

Potential trigger for 
State/Commonwealth 
approvals 

Public Drinking 
Water Source 
Areas 
(PDWSA) 

DWER Public 
Drinking Water 
Source Areas 
(DWER-033) 

No No – Mundaring Weir 
(Metropolitan) Catchment 
Area – Surface Water is 
located approximately 3 
kilometres (km) 
south/southeast of the 
project. 

Geomorphic 
Wetlands/ 
RAMSAR 
Wetlands 

DBCA 
Geomorphic 
Wetlands, 
Swan Coastal 
Plain (DBCA-
019)  

Directory of 
Important 
Wetlands in 
Australia - 
Western 
Australia 
(DBCA-045) 

No No – the closest wetlands 
(Multiple Use) are located 
approximately 19 km west 
of the project.  

Soil Landscape 
Land Quality 

DPIRD Soil 
landscape land 
quality - Land 
Instability Risk 
(DPIRD-042) 

Yes No - The Site footprint is in 
an area where <3% of 
map unit has a moderate 
to high hazard of land 
instability. 

Aboriginal 
Heritage Places 

Department of 
Planning, 
Lands and 
Heritage 
(DPLH) 
Aboriginal 
Heritage Places 
(DPLH-001) 

No No – the nearest registed 
heritage site (Middle 
Creek (ID 16009)) is 
located approximately 3.3 
km southeast of the Site. 

Threatened and 
Priority Flora 
WA 

DBCA 
Threatened and 
Priority Flora 
(DBCA-036) 

No No – the closest 
threatened/ priority flora is 
threatened/ Priority 3 flora 
species 2 km southwest of 
the Site. 

Threatened and 
Priority Fauna 
WA 

DBCA 
Threatened and 
Priority Fauna 
(DBCA-037) 

No No – the closest fauna 
record is a 
threatened/endangered 
bird species approximately 
650 m southeast of the 
Site. 

Threatened 
Ecological 
Communities 
(TEC) 

DBCA 
Threatened 
Ecological 
Communities 
(DBCA-038) 

No No – the closest TEC is 
approximately 12.5 km 
southwest of the Site. 
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Aspect Infromation 
source 

Presence/relevane to the 
Project 

Potential trigger for 
State/Commonwealth 
approvals 

Prottected 
Matters 
SearchTool 
(PMST)  

Federal 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
Water and the 
Environment 
(DAWE) 
Environment 
Protection and 
Biodvisersity 
Conservation 
Act 1999 
(EPBC Act)  

Unlikely No potential triggers for 
Commonwealth referral 
has been identified – see 
Attachment 1 for PMST 
Report. 

The following Matter of 
National Environmental 
Significance (MNES) may 
occur in, or may relate to, 
a 5 km radial buffer 
around the Site: 

– One National Heritage 
Place located 
approximately 600 m 
south-east of the Site 

– 18 Threatened 
Species 

– 9 Migratory species 

Given the project footprint 
is 69 m2, with only 19.5m2 
of clearing proposed, the 
project is unlikely to cause 
a significant impact on 
MNES. 

Naturemap 
(State) 

- Yes – NVCP required for 
clearing of native vegetation 

No potential trigger for 
State referral was 
identified – see 
Attachment 2 for 
Naturemap Report. 

A Naturemap search was 
conducted around the 
project with a 5 km buffer. 
The results identified:. 

– 5,259 records of 168 
animalia species were 
identified 

– 51 records of 16 fungi 
species were 
identified 

– 346 records of 235 
plantae species were 
identified 

– No records of 
Threatened or Priority 
flora or fauna within 
the project.  

Given the Site footprint is 
69m2, with only 19.5m2 of 
clearing proposed, the 
project is unlikely to 
significantly impact 
environmental factors. 
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Aspect Infromation 
source 

Presence/relevane to the 
Project 

Potential trigger for 
State/Commonwealth 
approvals 

Dieback Dieback 
Information 
Delivery and 
Management 
System 
(DIDMS) 

Possible No Dieback is reported 
within the Site, however it 
is reported approximately 
500m NE of the Site, 
Dieback may be prevalent 
in the area. Suitable 
hygiene procedures 
should be followed. 

Acid Sulfate 
Soils 

Australian Soil 
Resource 
Information 
System 
(ASRIS) – Acid 
Sulfate Soils 
Map 

Unlikely C4 – Extremely Low 
Probability 

Contaminated 
Sites 

DWER 
Contaminated 
Sites Database 

Unlikely No recorded 
Contaminated Sites within 
5km 

4 Assessment against the ten clearing principles 

In Western Australia, the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) regulates 
native vegetation clearing under Part V of the EP Act, unless the proposal is formally assessed by the 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) or a clearing permit exemption applies. The clearing of native 
vegetation in Western Australia requires a permit under Part V of the EP Act. Due to the small Site 
footprint and no identified potentially significant impacts to the environment, the project does not 
trigger the need for formal assessment by the EPA and no exemption applies.  

An assessment of the Site area against the ten clearing principles outlined in Schedule 5 of the EP 
Act was undertaken with reference to DWER guidelines A guide to the assessment of applications to 
clear native vegetation under Part V Division 2 of the EP Act (DER 2014).  

The assessment of the Site area against the ten clearing principles concluded the proposed clearing 
is not at variance with any of the principles. 

Given the very limited extent of proposed clearing (19.5 m2, 0.002 ha), the location of clearing in 
relation to other existing disturbances (e.g. roads and completely disturbed land), and proposed 
mitigation measures (Section 5), the potential impacts of the clearing is not considered 
environmentally significant. 

The project is considered ‘not at variance’ or ‘unlikely to be at variance’ to the ten clearing principles 
given the location of the project footprint in relation to existing disturbance/infrastructure, the extent of 
proposed clearing (19.5 m2), and the surrounding environmental setting. 
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5 Avoidance and mitigation measures 

Western Power are committed to implementing the following avoidance measures: 

Horizontal drilling to install the underground distribution line to minimise clearing of native 
vegetation (see blue area in Figure 1). Clearing for horizontal drilling will be limited to a 1 m x 2 m 
pit at launching location (within the customer property) and a 1.5 m x 1 m pit at receival location 
(roadside). 

 Use of existing cleared areas (tracks, roads) where practicable, to access the site and undertake 
works. 

Western Power are committed to implementing the following mitigation measures: 

 Clearing areas will be clearly demarcated on site prior to the commencement of clearing 

 Implementation of weeds hygiene protocol during construction, including cleaning of vehicles, 
heavy equipment, tools and footwear prior to entry and exit from vegetated areas 

 Limit vehicle speeds within the project footprint to minimise the risk of fauna strike. 

6 Conclusion 

The total Site footprint is 69 m2, within which very little native vegetation is present which could be 
impacted by project works. The project is considered ‘not at variance’ or ‘unlikely to be at variance’ 
with any of the ten principles. 

The project is considered unlikely to significantly impact the environment given the location of the 
project footprint in relation to existing disturbance/infrastructure and the small extent of proposed 
clearing required. 
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Figure 1 – Project Location 
Figure 2 – Threatened Ecological Communities & Priority Flora & Fauna 
Figure 3 – Area to be cleared at the base of Pole No. S383338 
Figure 4 – Area to be disturbed on clients property 
 







 

Figure 3 – Area to be cleared at the base of Pole No. S383338 

 

Figure 4 – Area to be disturbed on Clients Property 






































